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This report contains indications relating to the following items: " " — 

El Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
H Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

2HSS£^ st *P or industrial 



□ Box No. IV 
S Box No. V 
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□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ International search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55 3) 
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Description, Pages 
1-7 

Claims, Numbers 
1,3-14 

Drawings, Sheets 

1£,2/2 



as originally filed 



received on 06.05.2005 with letter of 04.05.2005 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. (3 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 
B the claims, Nos. 2 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded." 
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B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(a)). 
□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66 7(b)) 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) * 

Inventive step (IS) .. 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1,3-14 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1,3-14 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1,3-14 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-B1-6 526 506 (LEWIS DANIEL E) 25 February 2003 (2003-02-25) 

D2:US 2002/164029 A1 (JIANG SAM SHIAW-SHIANG) 7 November 2002 (2002-11-07) 

Closest prior art: 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior artto the subject-matter of claim 
,1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A key synchronisation method for a wireless network (see columns 12 and 13) comprising: 

- setting a current encryption key (-ENCRYPT key") at an access point in the wireless 
network; 

- generating a new encryption key ("new ENCRYPT key") at the access point; 

* resetting the current encryption key to equal the newly generated encryption key; 

- communicating the new encryption key to the station in an encrypted form using the 
previous encryption key (column 12, lines 45-47); 

-the access point determining for each received data frame from the station if it is able to 
decrypt the data frame using the current encryption key. 

Invention: 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known method mainly in that a current 
encryption key and an old encryption key are maintained at the access point and that a 
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data frame received from a station is either successfully decrypted with the current 
encryption key or a decryption failure is indicated and the frame is decrypted usinq the old 
encryption key. a 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as how to enable the 
decryption of a received frame at the access point even if the key exchange with the 
station is not synchronized. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the reasons that none of the cited 
documents disclose or suggest to maintain the new and old encryption keys at the access 
station for the purpose of decryption. 



Independent claim 8 relates to a system for performing the method of claim 1 . Claim 8 
therefore also meets the requirements of Article 33 PCT. 

Claims 3-7 and 9- 14 are dependent on claims 1 or 8 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

Remarks: 

Claim 8 lacks clarity, due to the use of the wordings "mechanism" and "using" in that claim. 
The claims are not numbered consecutively, contrary to Rule 6.1 (b) PCT. 
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